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Waipo presents a peeled tangerine
asks if I want it—yao ma?—

in the gentlest sigh. I’m afraid to break
the surface of the now-naked fruit,

gentle crimson, clinging
with white skin. It waits for me.

I nod and split it in half
to reveal seeds, waiting to pass on their beauty.

Waipo tells me to slow down,
but I choke and swallow a seed.

Bitter sweetness floats lightly
in my stomach, holding heavy centuries

of history, etched with ridges each ancestor
carved onto its core, waiting to blossom

decades later,
bearing the same sweet fruit.

I give the other half to Waipo,
but she removes the seeds

before popping the whole thing in her mouth,
leaving her, seedless,

and me, growing a tangerine tree
for my granddaughter.
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