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Hawk Feathers

Mid-February snowmelt mud,
the field’s expanse.

At the southern edge, a porcupine
barks and bristles, edges away

into a clutch of winterberry.
Hemlock forest, blight

of wooly adelgid, green club moss,
browned bracken along the border.

Beyond, the trail winds amid trees;
blowing mist spreads through branches.

Here, hawk feathers litter the ground:
one cluster, then another . . .

Bending down in the drizzle,
I gather one feather, another,

and another, reaching
each time for an answer.
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