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YOUR COUSIN
IS IN.. RARE FORM
TONIGHT, YOUNG

CHARLES!

THOUGH HE
HAS MUCH TO
CELEBRATE IN
| HIS UPCOMING
MARRIAGE!




AND HOW Wikl
YOU AMUSE YOURSELF
WITHOUT THE BARONET’S -
GUIDANCE?

| HAD SPENT
MANY HOURS IN MY
COUSIN’S COMP ANY
WHILE IN TOWN...

BUT, AS A
BARONET’S PENNILESS
COUSIN, | BENEFITTED

GREATLY FROM OUR
TIME TOGETHER.

THANKS TO
HIS INFLUENCE,
| ROSE TO
THE POSITION
OF CHIEF CLERK.
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QUITE BUSY IN
MY POST AT THE
BROKERAGE...

Tt Tty F gn‘

PERHAPS IN

VAIN, | BELIEVE

MY DEAR AUNT |—
HAD HOPED ‘

| WOULD KEEP r
HIM “oUT 0F |, S
TROUBLE” N

ADVANCE OF
HIS WEDDING..

CHARLES,
THIS 1S
A DREARY
EXISTENCE!

| HANENT

SEEN YOU

FOR DAYS,
UNFAIR,

WITH MY
COUSIN TOM AWAY
ON HIS HONEYMOON,
M LIFE 1S RATHER
SIMPLE, I'M
AFRAID.

|
BELIEVE
THAT 1S5 MY
CUE TO INNITE
YOU TO DINE

SIR CECI\,
| DIDN'T

INSIST,
SIR CECIL...

TOMORROW
AT 8, CLUB
DELMONICA,

BUT, PLEASE
ACCEPT,

| HADN’T SPENT
MUCH TIME WITH
HIS LORDSHIA BUT
| WASN'T IN ANY
POSITION TO REFUSE..

PERHAPS
NOW VD BEGIN
TO UNDERSTAND
HIS FASCINATION
WITH ME.
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YD KNOWN HIS
LORDSHIP ONER
A YEAR, EVER
SINCE | MOVED
TO TOWN,

STILL, HE
MADE ME
STRANGELY
UNEASY.

WHILE |
LEARNED A
GREAT DEAL
ABOUT ART,
LITERATURE,
AND FOREIGN

TRAEL..,

NOR D\D
THE NEXT
NIGHT...

SORRY I'M
LATE, OLD
Bovy.

BIG NIGHT
OouUT, EH,
CHARLIE?

| FOUND MYSELF..
DISTRACTED..
BY A PROJECT.

THE EVENING
DIDN'T SHED
ANY LIGHT ON
HIS LORDSHIP
HIMSELF.

WENE BEEN
DINING TOGETHER
FOR A FORTNIGHT.

SIR CECIL-
PARDON ME-

BUT,
I MUST
OoBSERVE-

TRUE, THOUGH
| HANE ENOUGH
CONVERSATION
FOR US BOTH!

SIMPLE.

|
ENJOY YOUR
COMP ANY.

BUT INE SCARCELY

SAID A HALF DOZEN

WORDS TOGETHER IN OUR
ENTIRE ACQUAINT ANCE!

N, YOU'RE e
CHARLES, STEADY, TELL ME: THERE WERE MANY
YOU HAVE MANY :jk‘cf%"f; WHY HAVE YyOU REASONS, THOUGH
FINE QUALITIES ol JOINED ME | REPLIED:
| ADMIRE-AND S0 OFTEN?
LACK!

TRUST-
WORTHY.

P  THIS HAS BEEN
A MOST ENJOYABLE
EVENING, CHARLES,

BUT, IT 1S TIME
FOR Mg TO

| SHALL ADD
“CURIOSITY TO
LIST OF FINE

QUALITIES,
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AND, WITHOUT A
WORD, HE VANISHED
INTO THE NIGHT..

EVERY MINUTE
WE SHARED

N e
AND THOUGH
\WAS UNEASY | =]
2\
TOGETHER..
N~

| FOUND |
MSSED HIS
PRESENCE
IMMENSELY.
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EVENTUALW, |

ACCEPTED THAT |
WOULD NOT HEAR
FROM HIM..

| HAD BEEN TOO
FORWARD AND HAD
OFFENDED HIM
SOMEHOW,

| CONTINVED
ABOUT WY QUIET
ROUTINE...AT FIRST
WONDERING WHEN
HE MIGHT CALL
ON ME..

AT LENGTH, |
STOPPED LOOK-
ING FOR HIM AT
EVERY TURN OF A

STREET CORNER..

AND STOPPED
LISTENING FOR
HIS POWERFUL

AlEN

1\\ \(

makl SA G

E\N

~ WATCH
WHERE
YOU’RE~

YOUNG
CHARLES!

I, TOO, AM JUST

RETURNED FROM
AN EXTRAORDINARY
JOURNEY, CHARLES!

IT’S QUITE A TALE! COME
TO WY HOUSE TOMORROW-I
Wikl HAVE A LONELY DUCK

~NY APOLOGIES! | WAS
ABSORBED IN A LETTER
FROM My SISTER! SHE SAW
OUR COUSIN THE BARONET
IN NIENNA AND-

SHALL |
TELL YOU
ABOUT IT?

WHEN | REALIZED MY DELIGHT, |
REDENNED-WHY HAD | BEEN 50
DISAPPOINTED TO LOSE HIS
FRIENDSHIP?
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HIS LORDSHIP 15

|
AND WHY WAS IN THE LIBRARY.

50 EXCITED BY
THE RETURN OF
HIS FAVOR?

CHARLES! l

WELCOME!

| AM 50 GLAD |
RAN INTO YOU! ONE
HAS S0 MUCH
TO DO WHEN
RETURNING
FROM A
JOURNEY.

| ONWY ARRNED JUST
AN HOUR BEFORE |
SAN yOU. ’

HE RATTLED ON
ABOUT NOT MUCH OF
ANYTHING, THE SAME

SIR CECIL | KNEW...

| WAS AGHAST AS |
FELT A SPARK AT THE
BRUSH OF HI5 SKIN!

| LISTENED,
P ATIENTLY...
AT LENGTH...

= \

E
OR HAD SOEMTHING
CHANGED IN ME?'?
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THE
BROKERAGE?

S0 TELL Mg,
FRIEND CHARLES,
HOW HAS LIFE AT
THE BROKERAGE

YOU DISAPPEAR
“WITHOUT A WORD, RETURN
WITHOUT EXPLANATION..,
AND INQUIRE ABOUT THE

BROKERAGE?'?
M YOUNG | APOLOGIZE, YOU HAVE NOT | HAVE
LAMB HAS BUT- PAID YOUR VISIT BEEN ON A
SOME LION IN VAIN, JOURNEY OF A..

WITHINW

PARTICULAR

RATHER, 1

A KIND TO
BE KEPT
SECRET...

S0, COMg, MY
TRUSTWORTHY
CHARLES.

I MUST
SHOW YOoU
SOMETHING.
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