Appalachia

Volume 70
Number 1 Winter/Spring 2079: Quests That Article 20
Wouldn't Let Go

2019

Prayer Parable

Todd Davis

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia

b Part of the Poetry Commons

Recommended Citation

Davis, Todd (2019) "Prayer Parable," Appalachia: Vol. 70: No. 1, Article 20.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol70/iss1/20

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by Dartmouth Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Appalachia by an authorized editor of Dartmouth Digital Commons. For more information, please
contact dartmouthdigitalcommons@groups.dartmouth.edu.


https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol70
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol70/iss1
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol70/iss1
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol70/iss1/20
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol70%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol70%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol70/iss1/20?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol70%2Fiss1%2F20&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:dartmouthdigitalcommons@groups.dartmouth.edu

Prayer Parable

The ridge’s pitch seeks
to drive us to our knees,
and far to the east, above
treeline, lightning
rafters the sky, rumbling
at the edges of our labored
breathing. A dark cloud shuttles
overhead, wetting already wet
skin. Engulfed by the scent
of spruce and balsam, a gray
jay clicks and chatters,
a better guide than the slick
cairn of rocks against
this ever-blowing wind.
As we rise we hunt the hole
in this tableau of mist
and drizzle where a single
shaft of blue might fall
through the heavy
firmament of our oxygen-
starved brains.

Todd Davis

Topp Davis, a frequent contributor to Appalachia during the past decade, is the
author of five books of poetry, most recently Winterkill (2016) and In the Kingdom
of the Ditch (2013), both published by Michigan State University Press. His sixth
poetry collection, Native Species, will be published in January 2019. He teaches
environmental studies at Pennsylvania State University’s Altoona College.
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