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Broken October

Crossing Squaw Creek Bridge, 
I count petals on the railtrail route 
where a monarch lingers by a bee, 
and a blue heron stirs a prayer. 

In the grasshopper’s grotto
a garter snake basks while 
two geese pause and preen 
on a sandbar rising from the water. 

How long until I see again
a white crane wade,
a red finch sashay, a woolly 
bear caterpillar loiter? 

Back to autumn’s natural hush, 
back to amber and topaz, 
back to dried corn husk. 
Through a camouflage of leaves 

a dapple of light caresses a rabbit carcass.
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