Appalachia

Volume 69
Number 2 Summer/Fall 2018: Role Reversal in Article 19
the Mountains

2018

Ordinary Time

Paula Bohince

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia

b Part of the Poetry Commons

Recommended Citation

Bohince, Paula (2018) "Ordinary Time," Appalachia: Vol. 69: No. 2, Article 19.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol69/iss2/19

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by Dartmouth Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Appalachia by an authorized editor of Dartmouth Digital Commons. For more information, please
contact dartmouthdigitalcommons@groups.dartmouth.edu.


https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol69
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol69/iss2
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol69/iss2
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol69/iss2/19
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol69%2Fiss2%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol69%2Fiss2%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol69/iss2/19?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol69%2Fiss2%2F19&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:dartmouthdigitalcommons@groups.dartmouth.edu

Ordinary Time

When the dead
stay down, and the scarab no longer
resembles Beelzebub,

but reverts to pure beetle—
signifying nothing—

and no incense burns

but citronella in jars, though myrrh,
myrrh is heard

from the vibrating throats

of warblers.

The cruciform hawk eases

into our lives

without passion, circling an unkempt
and untroubled garden.

Paula Bohince
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