WEDNESDAY,
6 AM, 85°

HOW CAN IT
BE SO HOT ouT
ALREADY?Z?

AND WHO
THE HELL ARE
WILLIAM AND

VIRGINIA.

IT'S
A REALLY OLD
COLLEGE.

IDIDNT GO
TO NO COLLEGE GO GET

AND I AIN'T BEEN DRESSED,
TO VIRGINIA. SKINNY BOY/

HOW DID HE
GET TO BE AN
ASSISTANT
MANAGER?

HE STILL
DON'T KNOW
HOW TO MAKE
A RUEBEN.
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LAURI SAID
HE WENT TO
COLLEGE.

LAURI ASKED ME

TO CONSIDER THE
MANAGER TRAINING
PROGRAM...

IF I ENROLL
IN COMMUNITY
COLLEGE THIS

SO I TOLD HER
I'D PUT IN MY
APPLICATION.

HELL, NO/
GET REAL,

YOU'RE
GONNA BE MY
Bossz/

SHE'S GONNA
RUN MY SALON
ONCE I GET MY

LICENSE,
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...WHERE'D YOU
GO TO HIGH
SCHOOL...2

WHAT?
SEEMS LIKE
THAT'S EVERYONE'S
OPENING LINE IN SAINT
Louis...

LAURI TOLD ME TO
SHOW YOU HOW
TO USE THE MEAT
SLICER.

OH,
HEY/ N3
SLICING MEAT

TODAY? BIG
LEAGUE.

SHE'S
WORRIED ABOUT
ME SLICING A
7)) N\ FINGER OFF.

GUESS YOU'LL
HAVE TO STICK
TO TOMATOES/
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NO.

Just
SHOWING. )/

t

L\

HAHA/

I LOVE THAT
IT'S CALLED
"THE TOMATO

I NEVER
NOTICED
THAT.
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GET MORE ‘
BREAD NN, F =
DAVID.

TIM, GET
OUT FRONT.

I'M VERY
SORRY SIR.

STILL
NOT A
RUEBEN.

JOB TODAY,
JANET.

~

LET'S GET
THIS PLACE
CLEANED

I WANNA GET
OUTTA HERE
EARLY IF WE
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HE DON'T ;
KNOW NOTHIN'

ABOUT THIS

A\

AND

DON'T GET ME
STARTED ABOUT

JANUARY.

MM-
HM.

IT's

JUST NOT
FAIR.

JUST AsSK
LAURI.

I
RUN THIS
PLACE.
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I'm
NOT GONNA
BEG.

I
SHOULDN'T
HAVE TO.
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“ in training”

BY
TIMOTHY POISSON
STORY, ART, COLORS

THANK YOU TO BRI WILLIAMS

WITH A LIGHT TOUCH, THE 9TH & PINE VIGNETTES
ATTEMPT TO SHARE MY EXPERIENCE AND RESEARCH OF
THE UNDERPINNING SYSTEMIC CHALLENGES THE COMMUNITY
FACES IN CONFRONTING THE "DELMAR DIVIDE" IN SAINT LOUIS,
FROM BASIC NEEDS TO EDUCATION.

THE AUTHOR, WITH
(LEFT TO RIGHT)
OLIVIA, JANET,
JANUARY, YVETTE,
AND GWEN AS
PHOTOGRAPHED BY
DAVID.
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