
how can it 

be so hot out 
already?

wednesday,
6 AM, 85°

you 
look 
awful.

?!
oh!

it’s 
a really old 
college.

in 
virginia.

it’s 
where--

it’s 
saint louis
in july. 

and who 
the hell are 
william and 

mary?

I didn’t go 
to no college 
and I ain’t been 
to virginia.

well--

go get 
dressed, 
skinny boy!

how did he 
get to be an 
assistant 
manager?

he still 
don’t know  
how to make 
a rueben.
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lauri said 
he went to 
college.

so?

you’re 
gonna be my 

boss?!

hell, no!
get real, 
gwen!

she’s gonna 
run my salon 
once I get my 

license,

if I enroll 
in community 
college this 

fall.

lauri asked me 
to consider the 
manager training 

program...

so I told her 
I’d put in my 
application.

relax, 
yvette.

I said 
maybe.

in training_CLAMANTIS web.indd   2 3/8/2022   5:59:23 AM



slicing meat 
today? big 
league.

oh, 
hey!

what?
seems like 

that’s everyone’s 
opening line in saint 

louis...

come 
on,

guess you’ll 
have to stick 

to tomatoes! 
ha ha!

...

so...

sigh.

...where’d you 
go to high 
school...?

lauri told me to 
show you how 
to use the meat 

slicer.

no.

just
showing.

she’s 
worried about 
me slicing a 
finger off.

I love that 
it’s called 
“the tomato 

witch.”

it’s 
ok.

ha ha! 
I never 
noticed 
that.
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get more 
bread in, 
david.

I’m very 
sorry sir.

still 
not a 
rueben.

good 
job today, 

janet.

it’s not 
right.

“tomato
witch!”

we 
open in 

5.

tim, get 
out front.

stop 
it!

now.

I wanna get 
outta here 
early if we 

can.

let’s get 
this place 
cleaned 
down.

mm-
hm.
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I 
shouldn’t 
have to.

all 
locked 

up.

and 
don’t get me 

started about 
january.

he don’t 
know nothin’ 
about this 

place.

mm-
hm.

what?

just ask 
lauri.

It’s 
just not 

fair.
I 

run this 
place.

mm-hm.

I’m 
not gonna 

beg.

sigh.

...

lauri,
I gotta
ask you...

yup.
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With a light touch, the 9th & Pine vignettes 
attempt to share my experience and research of 

the underpinning systemic challenges the community 
faces in confronting the “Delmar Divide” in Saint Louis, 

from basic needs to education.

the author, with
(left to Right) 
Olivia, Janet, 

january, yvette, 
and gwen as 

photographed by 
david.

Saint louis, 1993.

by

Timothy POisson

story, art, colors

			      		    			 

				     Thank you to Bri williams
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