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reached the mountain only to find that Tenzing Norgay and Edmund Hillary 
had just made the first ascent.

Hamish MacInnes. JOHN CLEARE
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George Whitmore (1931–2021). The last survivor of the three-man team that 
made the first ascent of Yosemite’s El Capitan in 1958, George Whitmore, died 
of complications from COVID-19 on New Year’s Day. The summer before 
El Cap, he was part of a highly productive expedition to Peru’s Cordillera 
Blanca, where he made two memorable summits. When he, Warren Harding, 
and Wayne Merry pioneered their route, few climbers believed El Cap was 
even a possibility. Whitmore lived to witness the face becoming dotted with 
routes, many done without direct aid, and one climbed in under two hours.

But, as reported in the Fresno Bee, “Whitmore’s nephew Randy Fisher 
asked Whitmore a few years ago if he would put his El Cap climb on the top 
of his list of accomplishments. Whitmore told him he wasn’t sure he’d even 
put it on the list.” He would likely prefer to be remembered for his conserva-
tion work in California, which helped protect many of the state’s spectacular 
natural resources.

Cesare Maestri (1929–2021). The great Italian climber made many remark-
able ascents when very young in the Alps and Dolomites. He gained a great 
reputation for skill and daring. A number of his hardest climbs, such as the 
very difficult Soldà-Conforto on the Marmolada in the Dolomites, he did 
solo. He even down-soloed extremely challenging routes.

He is best remembered, however, for his claim to the first ascent, in 1959, 
of Patagonia’s ferocious Cerro Torre. His narrative was questioned from the 
start and is now widely discredited. The unhappy story may be found in 
Kelly Cordes’s book The Tower (Patagonia, 2014, and reviewed in Appalachia, 
Winter/Spring 2016). Maestri undoubtedly did climb Cerro Torre in 1970 by 
another route and stopping shy of its summit ice cap, but with the very con-
troversial use of a huge air compressor to drive hundreds of expansion bolts. 
He left serious climbing in 1978. In later years, when questioned about Cerro 
Torre, he could be angry and defensive. 

—Steven Jervis, Alpina Editor, with thanks to Michael Levy 
Sources include Kathmandu Post, the New York Times, and Alan Arnette’s blog.
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