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158   Appalachia

    Fox

She travels the border on this side
of the windbreak of farm and open meadow and,

between the time I look out the front window,
place my bowl of soup on the table, lift my head again,

moves, releases herself to the wind, springs on
black-furred feet so quick, so deliberate

in the rhythm of graceful bounds, her light red coat,
stretched full length, the white bib of her chest barely

visible in its invisibility. I am left breathless by
the four leaps that take her to an opening among

clumps of leafless honeysuckle where she slips
into dusk, turning silver as she springs, rapturous,

into mind, into body, this everlasting
moment passing as it passes into the miraculous.
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