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Fox
She travels the border on this side
of the windbreak of farm and open meadow and,
between the time I look out the front window,
place my bowl of soup on the table, lift my head again,
moves, releases herself to the wind, springs on
black-furred feet so quick, so deliberate
in the rhythm of graceful bounds, her light red coat,
stretched full length, the white bib of her chest barely
visible in its invisibility. I am left breathless by
the four leaps that take her to an opening among
clumps of leafless honeysuckle where she slips
into dusk, turning silver as she springs, rapturous,
into mind, into body, this everlasting
moment passing as it passes into the miraculous.
Wally Swist

Wally Swist’s books include Huang Po and the Dimensions of Love (Southern Illinois
University Press, 2012); The Daodejing: A New Interpretation, with David Breeden
and Steven Schroeder (Lamar University Literary Press, 2015); Invocation (Lamar
University Literary Press, 2015); and The Windbreak Pine (Snapshot Press, 2016).
His forthcoming books are The View of the River (Kelsay Books, 2017), Candling the
Eggs (Shanti Arts, LLC, 2017), and Singing for Nothing: Selected Nonfiction as Literary
Memoir (The Operating System, 2018).

158 Appalachia

Appalachia_SF2017_FINAL_4.25.17.indd 158

4/25/17 8:49 PM

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept
reading for the great features.” — Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

SUPPORT THE STORIES
YOU LOVE!
Start or renew your Appalachia
subscription today, and keep
reading America’s longest-running
journal of mountaineering
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia
for a special offer: 36% off
the journal’s cover price.
That’s three years of Appalachia
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose
a one-year subscription (2 issues)
for $18 —18% off the cover price.
Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,
ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more
Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

Subscription prices valid as of September 2021. Prices and offers subject to
change without notice. For the most up-to-date infio, visit outdoors.org.

