
Appalachia Appalachia 

Volume 67 
Number 1 Winter/Spring 2016: Commitment Article 22 

2016 

Winterkill Winterkill 

Todd Davis 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia 

 Part of the Poetry Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Davis, Todd (2016) "Winterkill," Appalachia: Vol. 67: No. 1, Article 22. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol67/iss1/22 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by Dartmouth Digital Commons. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Appalachia by an authorized editor of Dartmouth Digital Commons. For more information, please 
contact dartmouthdigitalcommons@groups.dartmouth.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol67
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol67/iss1
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol67/iss1/22
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol67%2Fiss1%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol67%2Fiss1%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol67/iss1/22?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol67%2Fiss1%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:dartmouthdigitalcommons@groups.dartmouth.edu


WinTeR/SpRing 2016   31

Winterkill

Because the day disrobes, discards scarf and sweater,
exposing April’s white skin, i go singing
into the longer light, walking and fishing and gathering
the bright red teaberries that grow sweeter through the cold
months and now taste like fresh mint cut from a summer garden.
And in this i find the bones of animals who starved,
or were run down by coyotes or wild dogs leaping over
the deeper snow, who also felt hunger gnawing at their bones.
Here the rib of a yearling doe points up through the canopy
of May apples, while near the stream the skull of a porcupine
sleeps in a deathbed of quills, softened by the petals
of the first yellow violets.
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University’s Altoona College. He is the author of, most recently, In the 
Kingdom of the Ditch (Michigan state University Press, 2013), as well as four 
other books of poems, including The Least of the These (Michigan state University 
Press, 2010) and Household of Water, Moon, and Snow: The Thoreau Poems (seven 
Kitchens Press, 2010). 

Appalachia_WS2016_FINAL pages_11.4.indd   31 11/4/15   4:30 PM



SUPPORT THE STORIES 
YOU LOVE! 
Start or renew your Appalachia 
subscription today, and keep  
reading America’s longest-running 
journal of mountaineering  
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia  
for a special offer: 36% off  
the journal’s cover price.  
That’s three years of Appalachia  
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose  
a one-year subscription (2 issues)  
for $18 —18% off the cover price.

Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,

ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more

Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept 
reading for the great features.”  —Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

Subscription prices valid as of September 2021. Prices and offers subject to 
change without notice. For the most up-to-date infio, visit outdoors.org.


	Winterkill
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1635966707.pdf.uk_J2

