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The Poem You’re Carrying With You

Always, at the bottom of thought,
	 these stones, beach-strewn,
		  picked out by sunlight
			   or stumbled upon,
worry stone, memory stone,
	 heart stone, some broken-off piece
		  of an older world, waiting
			   through millions of years
for slow speech, room in your pocket,
	 the rub of your thumb, talisman,
		  reminder that you’re joined
			   to every element of earth.

Robin Chapman

Robin Chapman is the author of seven poetry books, most recently The Eelgrass 
Meadow (Tebot Bach, 2011). She is the recipient of Appalachia’s 2010 Poetry Prize.  
Her poems have appeared recently in Atlanta Review, Dalhousie Review, Prairie  
Schooner, and Southern Poetry Review, among other journals.

Appalachia_SF2015_4th pages_5.11.indd   61 5/9/15   8:20 AM



SUPPORT THE STORIES 
YOU LOVE! 
Start or renew your Appalachia 
subscription today, and keep  
reading America’s longest-running 
journal of mountaineering  
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia  
for a special offer: 36% off  
the journal’s cover price.  
That’s three years of Appalachia  
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose  
a one-year subscription (2 issues)  
for $18 —18% off the cover price.

Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,  

ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more

Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept 
reading for the great features.” —Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

Subscription prices valid as of September 2021. Prices and offers subject to 
change without notice. For the most up-to-date infio, visit outdoors.org.


	The Poem You're Carrying With You
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1645726977.pdf.6LpRL

