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Roses

Everyone now and again wonders about
those questions that have no ready
answers: first cause, God’s existence,
what happens when the curtain goes
down and nothing stops it, not kissing,
not going to the Mall, not the Super
Bowl.

“Wild roses,” I said to them one morning.
“Do you have the answers? And if you do,
would you tell me?”

But the roses simply laughed, shaking
their bright petals. “Forgive us,” they
said in a rosy chorus. “But as you see
we are presently entirely busy being roses.” 

Mary Oliver

Mary Oliver has published more than a dozen volumes of poetry, as well as works 
of imaginative prose and poetry instruction. A Thousand Mornings (Penguin) was 
published in October 2012. Dog Songs (Penguin Press HC) appeared in October  
2013. Her most recent collection, Blue Horses (Penguin Press HC), was released in 
October 2014.

Appalachia_SF2015_4th pages_5.11.indd   97 5/9/15   8:20 AM



SUPPORT THE STORIES 
YOU LOVE! 
Start or renew your Appalachia 
subscription today, and keep  
reading America’s longest-running 
journal of mountaineering  
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia  
for a special offer: 36% off  
the journal’s cover price.  
That’s three years of Appalachia  
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose  
a one-year subscription (2 issues)  
for $18 —18% off the cover price.

Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,  

ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more

Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept 
reading for the great features.” —Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

Subscription prices valid as of September 2021. Prices and offers subject to 
change without notice. For the most up-to-date infio, visit outdoors.org.


	Roses
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1645727098.pdf.BjKEM

