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In snow,

two of us keep watch
over the lip of the ravine,
turning our faces to sun
and the mountain side—
he with his eight-point rack,
me with my glasses,
ballpoint pen,
each of us chewing over our day—
it’s warm for winter,
and I remember
his father or grandfather
just there, years back,
forty-below, studying mountains
as I was studying him.

Robin Chapman

Robin Chapman is the author of seven poetry books, most recently The Eelgrass 
Meadow (Tebot Bach, 2011). She is the recipient of Appalachia’s 2010 Poetry Prize. 
Her poems have appeared recently in Atlanta Review, Dalhousie Review, Prairie  
Schooner, and Southern Poetry Review among other journals. For another of her 
poems, see page 41. 
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