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158   Appalachia

Vixen

Here on the farm the vixen 
	 hunts during the day; how 
	            exquisitely she moves, how beautifully

fox-red, whenever she breaks off
	 the language of her body that intends
	           never to be seen. Last Sunday, I crossed

over to the windbreak 
	 of leafless trees, among the hummocks
	           that descend into the drainage ditch beyond

where she was tracking, 
	 unaware of my immediacy, within a few
	           yards, so mindful was she of mice, of rats 

in the matted stalks of the meadow.
	 This afternoon, she emerged
	           in the clearing beyond the barn. I watched

her stretch and shake
	 luxuriously, so unconstrained
	           after a day and night of winter rain. Now, 

she begins to trail 
	 a new scent, nose down 
	           among the dark roots of the browned grass. 

Sinewed, she articulates open 
	 ground on black-furred feet—
	           a streak of flame igniting the wind, a mind 

at one with the conflagration 
	 of the moment, shoulders 
	          hunched, arched hair on neck, her vernacular 
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perpetual patrol 
	 and reconnaissance, 
	           her sudden disappearance only an exhibition 

of her sudden reappearance, 
	 her reappearance the command parlance 
	           of her disguise among what is apparent in

her inexorable leap, 
	 pouncing on a meadow vole, 
	           on whatever stirs beneath her, as our hearts 

quicken, her foam-flecked tongue 
	 flashing, the tail of her succulent prey 
	           brandished between the wedge of her jaws.
 

Wally Swist

Appalachia_WS2014_FINAL pages_11.6.indd   159 11/6/13   7:12 AM



SUPPORT THE STORIES 
YOU LOVE! 
Start or renew your Appalachia 
subscription today, and keep  
reading America’s longest-running 
journal of mountaineering  
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia  
for a special offer: 36% off  
the journal’s cover price.  
That’s three years of Appalachia  
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose  
a one-year subscription (2 issues)  
for $18 —18% off the cover price.

Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,  

ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more

Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept 
reading for the great features.” —Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

Subscription prices valid as of September 2021. Prices and offers subject to 
change without notice. For the most up-to-date infio, visit outdoors.org.


	Vixen
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1660064140.pdf.WkXWN

