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Saddleback Mountain

A night on the floor of the shelter,

dawn, quick cup of coffee, packs heavy,
we push between black trunks, tread on
roots, mud dark as the trees. Two loons
swim out on a pond. Breathless,

we stop for breakfast, ahead

the mountainside looms. A thrush
flutters through leaves. We lift our
burdens, breathe crisp air, begin the haul:
slabs of rock, steep steps, then

more granite toward the summit cairn—

maze of lakes, peaks, cloud shadows,
deep green bristle of spruce, blue sky
over all. At this height a tight breeze
dries our backs, our faces—ahead

the granite swell of the Horn drifting,. . . .
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Is No Womb, appeared from Antrim House Books in 2007.

SUMMER/FALL 2013 19



“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept
reading for the great features.”—>Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

SUPPORT THE STORIES
YOU LOVE!

Start or renew your Appalachia
subscription today, and keep
reading Americas longest-running

A4 Pafac}{"'fm“““

journal of mountaineering
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia
for a special offer: 36% off

the journal’s cover price.

That’s three years of Appalachia -
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose "ty
a one-year subscription (2 issues)

for $18—18% off the cover price.

Inside every issue, you'll find:

* inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,
ecology, and conservation

* up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
¢ analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents

* book reviews, poetry, and much more

Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

BE
O
OUTDOORS Subscription prices valid as of September 2021. Prices and offers subject to

APPALACHIAN MTN CLUB change without notice. For the most up-to-date infio, visit outdoors.org.



	Saddleback Mountain
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1660075299.pdf.IBIOw

