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Beds of Moss and Mosquitoes

Summer in the Arctic, so reindeer
bulls are molting. Rhythm
of a dark eye circled
by snow. What other world

than this? Caribou antlers
are shed in craters
for squirrels and hares,
so calcium can rise quickly as blood

to please the times. Northern Lights
shed their doubts
and strip down to flesh.
Not only bulls thrust and parry,

but seasons, even mosquito ones
when water quickens,
expectation flares,
and dull rocks flash glints of purple

at the midnight sun. Enter dirt
by the tonnage, bears,
and time that rotates
to the play of cubs. Amen, Amen, 

the prophet cries, but the tundra goes
on nursing, and days in long
obedient lines take
entire worlds back to kindergarten.

James Doyle

James Doyle’s latest book is The Long View Just Keeps Treading Water (2012), available 
from Accents Publishing. He lives in Fort Collins, Colorado.

Appalachia_SF2013_FINAL_5.8.indd   61 5/11/13   8:20 AM



SUPPORT THE STORIES 
YOU LOVE! 
Start or renew your Appalachia 
subscription today, and keep  
reading America’s longest-running 
journal of mountaineering  
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia  
for a special offer: 36% off  
the journal’s cover price.  
That’s three years of Appalachia  
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose  
a one-year subscription (2 issues)  
for $18 —18% off the cover price.

Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,  

ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more

Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept 
reading for the great features.” —Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

Subscription prices valid as of September 2021. Prices and offers subject to 
change without notice. For the most up-to-date infio, visit outdoors.org.


	Beds of Moss and Mosquitoes
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1660075541.pdf._IlYb

