
Appalachia Appalachia 

Volume 64 
Number 2 Summer/Fall 2013: The Cost of 
Energy 

Article 24 

2013 

Morning Comes to the River Morning Comes to the River 

John Smelcer 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia 

 Part of the Poetry Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Smelcer, John (2013) "Morning Comes to the River," Appalachia: Vol. 64: No. 2, Article 24. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol64/iss2/24 

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by Dartmouth Digital Commons. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Appalachia by an authorized editor of Dartmouth Digital Commons. For more information, please 
contact dartmouthdigitalcommons@groups.dartmouth.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol64
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol64/iss2
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol64/iss2
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol64/iss2/24
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol64%2Fiss2%2F24&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1153?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol64%2Fiss2%2F24&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol64/iss2/24?utm_source=digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu%2Fappalachia%2Fvol64%2Fiss2%2F24&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:dartmouthdigitalcommons@groups.dartmouth.edu


summer/FALL 2013   105

Morning Comes to the River

A fisherman’s first loose cast
stirs a rainbow trout chasing dragonflies
in a dawn of light ripples.

A grizzly sow and her cubs
cross the waking river.

A raven witnesses everything—
each immeasurable moment.

Downstream, below hoisted clouds,
the wild and timeless sea churns

while morning rises forever,
and there is nothing like it anywhere,

		  nothing like it at all.

John Smelcer
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