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Black-eyed Susan

for Susan Gage Tyler

Butter-yellow inflorescence, ballerina’s skirt
ruffled in the wind, common sweetheart 

of wildflowers, who eschews the solitary 
for a throng of other Susans; the brown, 

dark-purplish center one of summer’s
most obvious, most subtle of baubles. 

Double Gold, Indian Summer, Marmalade, 
your various shades parade your inimitable

humor. Leaning wildly windward, 
rising in a stand, resting together in the sun, 

the summer’s lushness no longer lush without
your strong-stemmed, unconstrained bounty—

solstice celebrant, resplendent 
Susan among so many Susans.

Wally Swist

Wally Swist’s most recent book, Huang Po and the Dimensions of Love, was selected 
by Yusef Komunyakaa as a co-winner in the 2011 Crab Orchard Series Open Poetry 
Competition and was published by Southern Illinois University Press in August 2012. 
His new book, Velocity, will be published by Virtual Artists Collective of Chicago in 
2013. 
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