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Blueberry Island

A smallish mound of earth and rock
left when flood water receded.

Above a cedar waxwing flirts
from branch to branch, then pauses

as though eavesdropping.
Wings crimped like a Japanese fan,

its maw open waiting to feed, be fed?
Sweet pepper bush perfumes the air.

White bells promise fruit to come,
the tang of wild blueberries on our tongues.

Others have been here, docked up
in the sheltering cove, bringing

drunkenness, leaving broken
glass, crumpled cans, young trees

hacked down to fuel some feckless fire.
For now, we bask like milk snakes

storing up heat for the long haul.

Thoreau Raymond

Thoreau Raymond is a writer and naturalist. Her poetry has appeared in numerous 
journals including Southern Humanities Review, Comstock Review, The New Guard 
Literary Review, and Shadows and Light: A Literary Anthology on Memory.

Appalachia_WS2013_PRESSPROOF_11.6.indd   61 11/6/12   5:19 PM



SUPPORT THE STORIES 
YOU LOVE! 
Start or renew your Appalachia 
subscription today, and keep  
reading America’s longest-running 
journal of mountaineering  
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia  
for a special offer: 36% off  
the journal’s cover price.  
That’s three years of Appalachia  
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose  
a one-year subscription (2 issues)  
for $18 —18% off the cover price.

Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,  

ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more

Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept 
reading for the great features.” —Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

Subscription prices valid as of September 2021. Prices and offers subject to 
change without notice. For the most up-to-date infio, visit outdoors.org.


	Blueberry Island
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1660146705.pdf.Otp0a

