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Observation Tower #1
Pico Bonito, Honduras

12 January 2010

A cold neblina drips down through
the canopy, falls on our lookout tower,
on the ginger flowers below us

that shine like red eyes in the gloom.

A dark, furry animal flows downslope,
followed by another, a third, then

a young one, now several larger adults.
All glide soundlessly under

the glistening rainforest leaves, long
snouts, with tails trailing straight behind.
These are coati, a small foraging group,
moving mirages. I forget to breathe.

Down the hill, through the trees they shuffle,
disturb a pair of white-breasted wood wrens,
that call once, then lapse into silence

and the deep perfume of afternoon rain.

Marcyn Del Clements

MarcyN DEL CLEMENTS visited northern Honduras to snorkel on Utila Island, and
watch birds at Pico Bonito. She lives in Claremont, California and is a frequent
contributor to Appalachia.
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“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept
reading for the great features.”—>Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

SUPPORT THE STORIES A
YOU LOVE!
- PPalac

Start or renew your Appalachia
subscription today, and keep
reading Americas longest-running
journal of mountaineering
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia
for a special offer: 36% off

the journal’s cover price.

That’s three years of Appalachia

(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose
a one-year subscription (2 issues) I
for $18—18% off the cover price.

Inside every issue, you'll find:

* inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,
ecology, and conservation

* up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
¢ analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents

* book reviews, poetry, and much more

Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

BE
o
OUTDOORS Subscription prices valid as of June 2022. Prices and offers subject to change

APPALACHIAN MTN CLUB without notice. For the most up-to-date information, visit outdoors.org.



	Observation Tower #1, Pico Bonito, Honduras
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1660589709.pdf.p4h4Q

