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160   Appalachia

A Peak Ahead

The Lure of Alaska

Alaska pulls Easterners like a magnet to its giant land mass 
(twice the size of Texas)—its three dozen mountain ranges, volcanoes, 

rainforest, wild rivers, and urban hazards like grizzly bears crossing in front 
of cars. In the Summer/Fall 2012 issue of Appalachia, writers who moved to 
Alaska from the East will discuss why they wanted to go, and what happened 
once they got there. They will evaluate the reality versus expectations.
	O ur Alaska section will include feature essays by Jeff Fair, Appalachia’s 
Alaska bureau chief, a writer, and biologist, who lives quietly in a cabin 
in Palmer and intends to stay; and by Matt Heid, the outdoor writer and 
Appalachian Mountain Club blogger, who lived in Anchorage (and explored 
remote regions) for three years before returning to Massachusetts. It will 
include an essay I’m working on about a little known Episcopal missionary 
named Hudson Stuck. He led the first successful climb of Mount McKinley 
(Denali) in 1913. 
	 Andrew Riely returns to the journal’s pages with a history of Gorman 
Chairback Camps, the last of three camps the Appalachian Mountain Club 
bought and refurbished for the public as part of its Maine Woods Initiative. 
	 Doug Mayer and Rebecca Oreskes will visit with Bill Arnold, for the next 
installment of the interview series, “Mountain Voices.” Arnold has worked or 
wandered almost daily in the mountains since he was a boy. 
	 Marcyn Del Clements will take us back to Ice House Canyon in California, 
where she found what might have been a rare cliff-brake bird’s-foot fern. 
	 With these stories, and others, will appear our usual departments: the 
Accidents and Alpina reports, news in and near the mountains and rivers, 
research, and reviews of notable books. Until June, then!

—Christine Woodside
chris@chriswoodside.com
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